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Illinois,  Hawaii 


latest  to  approve 
same  sex  marriage 


I  (BP)  —  The  and  marketing  for  HRC,  the 
ment  to  le-  country’s  largest  political 
lex  marriage  organization  advocating  for 
ictory  in  two  homosexual,  bisexual,  and 
transgender  rights. 

Pat  Quinn,  “LGBT  (Lesbian/Gay/Bi- 

and  Hawaii  sexual/Transgender)  equal- 
srcrombie,  a  ity  advanced  more  in  2013 
ted  into  law  than  in  any  other  year  and 
v.  13,  respec-  a<  *  pace  never  before  seen," 
'anting  mar-  he  said. 

>enefits,  and  The  same  sex  marriage 

[>eople  of  the  trend  calls  for  faithful  wit¬ 
ness  by  Christians,  coun- 
rriage  is  now  tered  a  Southern  Baptist 
i  and  the  Dis-  P0!"?  specialist, 
a.  No  one  denies  that  the 

sex  marriage  wind  is  to  the  backs  of  the 
eal  in  seven  marriage  revisionist  move- 
tof  any  year  ™ent'and  thi*  will  likely  con¬ 
ame  sex  m.r-  tinue  for  some  time,  Andrew 
i  .AH  Walker  said  in  a  statement  to 

Baptist  Pre»  (BP).  Walker  U 


the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  ofTexas,  discuss  as  relief  priorities  with  Baptist  pastor  Nab 
Ml  (QUtsidc  left),  while  Driz’s  wife  Fely  (inside  right)  counsels  a  local  woman  whose  house 
badly  derhaged  by  Typhoon  Haiyan.  (^f  phdto  courtesy  of  International  Mission  Board) 

Miss.  Baptists  prepare  for 


according  to  Don  Gann,  con¬ 
sultant  in  the  Men’s  Ministry 
Department  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


activation  in  Haiyan  relief 


TABUELAN,  Philippines  (BP  to  prepare  for  activation  in 
and  local  reports)  -  The  the  near  future  in  response  to 
Mississippi  Disaster  Relief  the  devastation  in  Philippines 
Task  Force  has  been  notified  caused  by  Hurricane  Haiyan, 


Baptist  physician  shuns  spotlight,  credits  God 


JACKSON,  Miss.  (BP  and  ing  to  do,"  she  said,  seeing 
local  reports)  —  The  contin-  failure  in  her  inability  to  keep 
ued  good  health  of  a  three-  the  baby  from  being  born 
year-old  child  bom  with  Hu-  HIV-positive, 
man  Immunodeficiency  Virus  “However,  my  failure  in 
(HIV)  cauaes  Baptist  physi-  God’s  hands  turned  into  a 
cian  Hannah  Gay,  the  HIV  miracle  and  it  was  God  that 
specialist  who  treats  the  child  cured  the  baby  and  I  just  hap- 
at  the  University  of  Missis-  pened  to  be  standing  close  by 
sippi  Medical  Center  (UMC)  at  the  time." 
in  Jackaon,  to  speak  of  divine  The  child  remains  in  re- 
intervention.  mission  more  than  18  months 

“I  think  He’s  teaching  me  after  her  last  anti-viral  treat- 
submission  with  all  of  the  ment.  “Hopefully  well  be  able 
speaking  business.  1  don't  to  find  out  what  it  was  about 
particularly  like  that,  but  it  this  case  that  was  different 
is  an  opportunity  for  me  to  from  all  the  others  that  we’ve 
be  able  to  say...  when  I  treat-  ever  seen  and  be  able  to  rep- 
ed  this  baby  1  was  not  even  licate  that  for  other  babies  in 
thinking  of  curing  the  baby,  the  future,"  said  Gay,  a  former 
That  was  the  furthest  thing  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
from  my  mind.  I  was  simply  and  active  member  of  Trace 

trying  to  prevent  infection  - 

and  I  failed  at  what  I  was  try-  physician  on  p.  9 


MEDICAL  PIONEER  -  Pediatrician  Hannah  Gay,  an  associ¬ 
ate  professor  of  pediatric  infectious  diseases  at  the  University 
of  Mississippi  Medical  Center  in  Jackson,  pioneered  a  treat¬ 
ment  that  has  led  to  remission  of  HIV  in  a  baby  bom  with  the 
disease  three  years  ago.  (BP  photo  courtesy  ofThe  University 
of  Mississippi  Medical  Center) 
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Remembering  C.S.  Lewis 

JACKSON/hm.  (BP) -OS.  Lewis  died 
the  same  day  as  John  F.  Kennedy  50  years 
ago.  Twenty  years  before  that  in  the  midst 
«  World  War  II,  before  the  Normandy 
invasion  when  the  outcome  of  the  war  v 


Guest  opinion 

with  Harry  Lee  Poe 


Abolition 


Naghmeh’s  anguish 


was  painful.  While  U.S.  Presidei 
Barack  Obama,  his  Secretary  of 
State  John  Kerry,  and  a  fawning 
news  media  heralded  an  empty 
nuclear  agreement  with  Iran  the 


settles  nothing,  Naghmeh  Abedini 
was  in  anguish. 

Her  husband,  American  pastor 
Saeed  Abedini,  was  languishing  in 
a  dangerous  prison  in  Iran,  tor¬ 
tured  and  denied  medical  care  and 


HAPPIER  TIMES  -  Naghmeh  and 

and  her  pastor  husband  Saeed 
before  he  was  sentenced  to  prison 
in  Iran  in  2012.  (BP  photo) 


of  American 


national 


Typhoon  aftermath  a  shocker  for  Baptist  worker 


BAKER 

Union  Univer- 


MANILA.  Philippines  (BP)  -  The 

stench  was  overwhelming.  “I  can’t 
breathe.  It’s  burning  my  eyes,"  Maken- 
zie  Baker  told  three 
Filipino  co-workers. 

With  no  choice 
but  to  continue,  they 
trekked  forward  over 
the  remains  of  build¬ 
ings,  animals,  and 
bodies  in  the  after- 
math  of  Typhoon  Hai- 
yan,  when  most  peo¬ 
ple  were  leaving  the 
city  of  Tacloban. 

A  graduate  from 
sity  in  Jackson,  Tn.,  Baker  went  to  the 
Philippines  to  spend  a  semester  serv¬ 
ing  through  t’-e  International  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  (IMB)  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Conventon  in  its  Hands  On 
program  for  involving  college  students 
ana  graduates  in  missions  at  a  grass¬ 
roots  level. 

Baker’s  assignment  was  to  serve 
among  the  Waray  Waray,  an  unreached 
people  group  on  the  island  of  Samar,  and 
to  follow  up  on  work  that  student  teams 
and  a  short-term  worker  started. 

For  the  past  few  months,  Illinois  na¬ 
tive  Baker  traveled  up  and  down  the  Ulot 
River  spending  the  night  in  different  vil¬ 
lages,  building  relationships,  and  study¬ 
ing  the  Bible  with  villagers. 

Though  Typhoon  Haiyan  damaged 
some  homes  and  schools  in  the  region, 
people  were  returning  to  life  as  normal 
Baker  had  no  idea  of  the  extent  of  the 
typhoon’s  devastation  in  other  parts  of 
the  Philippines. 

After  the  Nov.  8  typhoon  passed.  Bak¬ 
er  jumped  back  into  her  ministry  and 
traveled  to  a  larger  village  the  next  day 
where  a  Filipino  pastor  encouraged  them 
to  go  to  the  dty  of  Tacloban,  which  had 
suffered  widespread  destruction. 

Baker  said  she  wasn't  sure  about  going  to 

Tacloban,  a  dty  of  about  200,000,  no*  hav¬ 
ing  any  idea  ofthe  circumstances  there.  She 

decided  to  proceed,  spending  tour  hours  on 
rough  mountainous  roads  in  three  different 

vehicles,  punctuated  by  several  flat  tires, 
before  reaching  their  mmistiy  base  camp  at 
the  town  of  Can-Avid. 


IMB  missionary  Kim  Cruse  reached 
Baker  by  cr  il  phone  and  tried  to  prepare 
her  for  wfiat  she  would  see  and  experi¬ 
ence  in  tlie  aftermath  of  the  worst  storm 
to  ever  hit  the  Philippines. 

Baker  and  her  three  Filipino  ministry 
partners  boarded  a  bus  to  Tacloban.  At  a 
major  bridge,  a  mob  of  traumatized  peo¬ 
ple  begun  attacking  the  bus,  demanding 
that  it  turn  around  and  take  them  away 
from  the  devastation. 

Baker  had  to  crawl  through  a  win¬ 
dow  to  get  out  of  the  bus.  She  and  her 
ministry  partners  took  a  bicycle  taxi 
across  the  bridge  and  then  set  out 
on  foot,  hiking  15  miles  in  a  blazing 
hot  sun. 

As  Baker  hiked,  she  noticed  how  the 
Filipino  demeanor  had  changed  drasti¬ 
cally.  Filipinos  are  known  forbeing  pro¬ 
tective  <r  westerners,  but  people  carrying 
rice  sacks  kept  running  into  Baker,  near¬ 
ly  trampling  her  several  times. 

“They  are  normally  so  friendly  and 
kind  and  hospitable,'  Baker  said. 
“You  had  to  he  aggressive  to  get 
through  there.' 

On  the  trek.  Baker  said  she  was  wor¬ 
rying  whether  she’d  be  able  to  return  to 
her  ministry  among  the  Waray  Waray 
people.  That's  when  she  said  God  gave 
her  Proverbs  4:25-26.  “Let  your  eyes 
look  directly  forward,  and  your  gaze 
be  straight  before  you.  Ponder  the  path 
of  your  feet;  then  all  your  ways  will  be 
sure’  (ESV). 

Dead  bodies  littered  the  road.  The 
smell  of  decaying  flesh  was  crippling, 
both  physically  and  emotionally.  Baker 
and  her  companions  had  no  choice  but 
to  continue  walking  over  and  around 
dead  bodies,  meditating  on  the  verses 
in  Proverbs. 

She  and  her  companions  passed 
many  Filipinos  who  were  just  sitting 
by  the  side  of  the  road  in  a  daze.  Baker 
realized  why  they  were  just  sitting  after 
reaching  Tacloban. 

“It  is  just  so  overwhelming  the  amount 
of  destruction  there,'  she  said. 

All  of  the  landmarks  were  gone, 
and  Baker  and  her  friends  had  trouble 
finding  their  way  through  the  city.  As 
darkness  fell,  she  realized  they  needed 


STARTING  OVER  --  A  family  living  in  the  northern  part  of  Cebu  Island  in 
the  Philippines  use  the  tools  at  hand  to  begin  the  process  of  clearing  debris 
from  their  homestead  afterTyphoon  Haiyan  on  Nov.  8.  Entire  villages  on  Cebu 
Island  were  wiped  out.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 


to  find  shelter.  Desperate  crowds  were 
stealing  from  stores  and  from  people 
passing  by.  They  hiked  for  another  hour 
and  were  about  to  give  up  on  trying  to 
find  a  local  church. 

“I  looked  up  and  there  is  another 
American,’  Baker  said.  'My  Filipino 
partners  start  talking  to  him  and  he 
answers  in  perfect  Cebuano.  He  said, 
“We’ve  been  looking  everywhere  for 
you,"  Baker  recounted. 

“Why  are  you  looking  for  me?’  she 
said  she  asked. 

Baker  then  learned  that  the  American 
was  Stan  Smith,  an  IMB  missionary  on 
the  island  of  Cebu  who  had  traveled  for 
hours,  hiking  for  a  long  portion  of  the 
journey  on  foot  through  destroyed  vil¬ 


lages,  to  find  her  and  IMB  missionaries 
Carl  and  Suzie  Mil'er. 

Smith  and  Baker  subsequently  found 
the  Millets  in  their  typhoon-ravaged 
home  in  Tacloban.  He,  Baker,  and  the 
Millers  waited  for  six  hours  at  the  airpnst 
to  be  flown  to  Manila  by  U-S.  Marines  an 

■  C-130  nimlnna 

“It  was  like  the  things  you  see  on  the 
movies.  God  gave  us  all  strength,*  she 
said.  “God  kept  us  so  safe.’ 

Amazingly,  she  didn't  have  any  blis¬ 
ters  or  cuts  from  nails  from  the  horn 
of  hiking. 

Saying  goodbye  to  her  Filipino  team¬ 
mates  was  one  of  the  hardest  things  she’s 
done,  she  said.  “Even  though  1  am  upset, 

I  know  God  has  a  purpose. 


Former  defense  secretary  tapped  for  top  Boy  Scouts  post 


ASHEVILLE,  N.C.  (BP)  -  The 
man  who  helped  pave  the 
way  for  homosexuals  to  serve 
openly  in  the  military  will  be- 
cofne  the  new  volunteer  leader 
of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
(BSA)  in  2014. 

Former  Defense  Secretary 
Robert  Gates  became  the  pres¬ 
ident-elect  of  the  BSA  on  Oct. 
30.  According  to  a  statement 
released  by  the  Boy  Scouts, 
“This  move  means  that  upon 
approval  of  voting  members 
of  the  National  Council,  Gates 
would  begin  a  two-year  term  as 
the  BSA  national  president  in 
May  2014."  Gates  will  succeed 
Wayne  Perry,  the  current  na¬ 
tional  president 

The  selection  of  Gates  for 
this  role  was  unexpected. 
AT&T  chairman  Randall  Ste¬ 
phenson,  a  high-profile  sup¬ 
porter  of  allowing  homosexu¬ 


als  in  BSA,  has  been  Scouting’s 
BSA  president-elect  the  past 
two  years.  The  normal  proce¬ 
dure  would  have  been  for  him 
to  become  president. 

According  to  Richard 
Mathews,  a  former  general 
counsel  for  the  Boy  Scouts,  “I 
believe  this  is  unprecedented." 

Scouting  spokesman  Der- 
on  Smith  said  the  selection 
of  Gates  “is  not  related  to  the 
BSA's  membership  standards 
policy."  Smith  would  not  an¬ 
swer  questions  from  WORLD 
Magazine  about  Gates’  or  the 
BSA's  plans  for  implementing 
new  policy  that  allows  openly 
homosexual  boys  to  participate 
in  Scouting. 

“The  BSA  just  completed  a 
review  of  its  membership  poli¬ 
cies  and  there  are  no  plans  to 
discuss  it  further,"  Smith  said. 

Smith  added  that  Gates  has 


had  a  long  association  with 
Scouting  and  had  been  slated 
for  a  BSA  leadership  role  until 
his  service  as  secretary  of  de¬ 
fense  and  CIA  director  made 
that  impoasible. 

This  move  was  made  be¬ 
cause  the  BSA  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  take  advantage  of 
a  unique  moment  to  add  Dr. 
Gates,  Smith  said. 

Stephenson  will  continue 
to  serve  in  the  role  of  presi¬ 
dent-elect  during  the  Gates 
presidency.  “Aside  from  tim¬ 
ing,"  Smith  said,  “nothing 
has  changed." 

Matthews,  who  now  serves 
as  general  counsel  for  TrailLife 
USA,  a  Christian  alternative  to 
the  Boy  Scouts,  said  it  is  a  “very 
difficult  thing  to  know"  wheth¬ 
er  Gates  will  be  more  or  less 
likely  than  Stephenson  to  allow 
homosexual  leaders  in  the  BSA. 


“Both  of  them  have  been 
outspoken  about  their  belief 
that  homosexuality  should 
not  bar  participation  or  lead¬ 
ership  roles  in  organizations," 
Matthews  said.  Certainly  if 
an  organization  planned  on 
making  such  a  change  there 
would  oe  great  value  in  hav¬ 
ing  someone  as  its  leader  who 
has  already  supported  and  led 
such  a  change  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Defense." 

Pro-homosexual  groups 
praised  the  Boy  Scouts  for  the 
move  to  bring  Gates  on  board. 

“Former  Defense  Secre¬ 
tary  Gates  has  previously  con¬ 
fronted  discrimination  head 
on,  ushering  in  a  new  era  of 
equality  in  our  nation's  armed 
forces,  said  Wilson  Cruz,  a 
spokesman  for  the  homosexu¬ 
al  activist  group  GLAAD.  “We 
urge  Dr.  Gates  to- continue  his 


work  to  ensure  all  people  are 
treated  equally,  no  matter  wtao 
they  are  and  no  matter  whnt 
uniform  they  wear." 

A  homosexual  Scouting 
advocacy  group  agreed.  “We 
are  glad  to  hear  that  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  intends  to 
elect  former  Secretary  of  De¬ 
fense  Robert  Gates  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  BSA’s  Executive 
Board,”  said  Zach  Wahls  of 
Scouts  for  Equality.  “Mr.  Gates 
has  led  a  distinguished  career 
of  service  to  our  nation  —  in¬ 
cluding  the  repeal  of  'Don’t 
Ask,  Don't  Tell’  —  and  we  hope 
he  will  continue  that  legacy  by 
leading  the  Boy  Scouts  into 
a  future  that  protects  all  its 
youth  and  parents,  regardless 
of  their  sexual  orientation." 

Used  by  permission  from 
WORLD  News  Service. 
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Years  ago,  I  was  at  a  flea  market  and 
there  was  a  fellow  selling  ducks.  Well, 
actually  I  am  not  sure  what  they  were, 
but  they  looked  like  beautiful  white 
swans.  When  he  saw  the  interest  that 
I  had  in  the  ducks,  he  began  to  bargain 
and  try  to  get  roe  to  buy  one  or  two.  My 
youthful  exuberance  kicked  into  gear 
and  I  begin  to  think  about  bow  attractive 
they  would  be  walking  around  in  our 
country  yard.  Then  I  realized  that  we 
did  not  have  a  pond,  a  lake  or  anything 
that  would  be  enjoyed  by  a  duck.  Still, 

I  was  interested  and  the  more  1  rejected 
the  man’s  offer,  the  more  he  reduced 
the  price  and  the  more  determined  he 
was  to  see  that  1  left  there  with  a  duck  or 
two.  Finally,  all  I  could  do  was  to  say. 
Thanks,  but  no  thanks!” 

Here  just  days  away  from  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing,  I  am  thinking  about  that  experience 
in  Jesus'  life  when  He  met  the  to  lepers. 
This  may  be  the  most  preached  pas¬ 
sage  in  the  Bible  at  Thanksgiving.  Luke 
recorded  that  these  10  men,  who  had 
no  doubt  banded  together  because  they 
could  have  nothing  to  do  with  anyone 
else,  were  excluded  from  society  because 
of  their  disease.  They  were  forced  to  yell 
out  a  warning  to  anyone  who  was  get¬ 
ting  close  to  them,  ’'Unclean,  unclean!" 
People  would  immediately  react  and  get 
further  away  because  of  their  leprosy. 

Can  you  imagine  the  loneliness  that 
would  fill  a  person’s  heart  when  they  can 
have  nothing  to  do  with  anyone  around 
them?  Can  you  imagine  the  anger  that 
could  build  up  because  society  treated 

them  the  way  that  they  did?  Can  you 
imagine  the  contempt  that  they  would 
have  for  everyone  else  because  they  were 
excluded  and  looked  down  upon?  And 
yet  everything  was  about  to  change  in 
their  lives  because  Jesus  was  going  to 


Thanks,  but  No  Thanks 


heal  them,  cleanse  them  of  their  leprosy 
and  they  would  be  set  free.  They  could 
re-enter  society  and  be  accepted.  They 
would  have  a  normal  life  again.  Oh  what 
a  radical  change  it  would  make  and  what 
a  glorious  day  it  must  have  been  when 
the  Lord  set  them  free. 

As  required  in  the  Old  Testament, 
they  must  be  checked  and  declared  clean 
by  the  high  priest.  And  so  after  their 
healing,  they  joyfully  went  charging  off 


iicaiuiK,  uicjjvjiuu, 

to  the  nigh  priest  Suddenly,  they  real¬ 
ized  that  a  miracle  really  had  happened. 
They  were  dean,  whole  and  renewed. 
And  while  it  happened  to  all  of  them, 
only  one  returned  to  Jesus.  The  other 
nine  moved  on  toward  the  priest.  Vis¬ 
ibly,  if  not  verbally,  they  went  on  their 
way  showing  thanks,  but  no  thanks. 

Do  you  think  that  they  were  thankful? 
They  had  to  be.  Do  you  think  that  they 
thought  about  the  man  that  had  given 
them  a  new  lease  on  life?  I  feel  certain 
that  they  did,  but  they  did  not  take  the  - 
time,  show  the  interest  or  give  the  ener¬ 
gy  to  come  back  and  say  to  the  one  who 
had  fateaaed  them.  Thank  you!*  They 
may  have  felt  thankful  but  there  was  no 
thanks  offered  to  the  one  who  had  given 
them  the  great  gift  of  freedom,  life  and 
hope.  It  was  one  of  those  thanks  like 
we  have  sometimes,  Thanks,  but  no 
thanks!”  There  is  no  expression  of 


appreciation  for  the  kindness  and  care 
that  someone  has  shown  us. 

What  happens  to  our  thanks?  When 
we  pause  for  a  moment  and  think  of 
the  great  things  that  God  has  done  for 
us,  we  know  that  we  have  received  im¬ 
measurable  and  innumerable  blessings 
from  Him,  but  with  little  frequency  do 
we  stop  and  say,  'Lord,  we  thank  you 
for  the  blessings.”  Why?  Well,  here 
are  just  a  few  of  my  thoughts  here  at 
Thanksgiving  time. 

It  may  be  our  dumbness.  I  know 
that  we  are  not  dumb  or  stupid  people 
but  sometimes  we  are  just  thoughtlessly 
dumb  for  we  fail  to  recognize  the  very 
source  of  our  blessed  condition.  James 
writes,  “Every  good  gift  and  every  per¬ 
fect  gift  is  from  above,  and  cometh  down 
from  the  Father  of  lights,  with  whom  is 
no  variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turn¬ 
ing”  (James  1:17).  The  great  prophet 
Isaiah  says  that  even  the  donkey  knows 
his  master’s  crib,  and  yet  we  sometimes 
just  grab  and  go.  We  do  not  recognize 
the  great  source  of  our  health,  the  bless - 
ii^a  of  relationships,  the  great  joy  of 
service  and  the  incredible  goodness  that 
comes  from  our  work.  The  nine  lepers 
knew  what  had  happened  and  who  had 
given  them  healing.  We  know  where 
our  blessings  come  from  too.  But  we  just 
must  plead  selective  ignorance  about  it 


because  we  go  cm  without  saying,  'Dear 
God,  thank  you!” 

Another  suggestion  for  why  we 
do  not  give  thanks  is  because  we 
are  diverted.  We  are  not  just  dumb, 
we  are  diverted.  I  think  about  those 
nine  lepers  and  1  wonder  how  long  it 
had  been  since  they  had  been  with  their 
families,  friends  or  in  r  social  gathering? 
Maybe  as  they  left  Jesus  realizing  what 
had  taken  place  in  their  lives,  all  they 
could  think  about  was  the  glorious  and 
wonderful  things  that  were  ahead.  Their 
attention  was  diverted.  I  know  that  hap¬ 
pens  at  times  because  it  has  happened  to 
me.  There  are  people,  opportunities  and 
situations  that  nave  blessed  me  so,  but 
because  of  the  circumstances,  travel  and 
the  rush  to  be  somewhere  else  my  atten¬ 
tion  was  diverted.  I  missed  the  blessing 
of  saying  thank  you. 

Another  thing  that  poesibly 
keeps  us  from  deUvertng  the 

t  we  may  feel  Is  dissipa 


rinnka  that  wc  may  feel  is  dissipa¬ 
tion.  We  fully  intend  to  do  it.  We  will 
write  a  note,  make  a  call  or  see  someone 
and  say,  “You  just  do  no*  know  how 
thankful  I  am  for  what  you  did.”  But 
the  time  passes,  life  moves  on  and  the 
thanksgiving  that  yon  intended  to  give 
just  simply dissipates.  From  time  to 
time  there  is  a  flash  of  how  wonderful 
the  blessing  was  but  you  do  not  reach 
back,  grab  it  and  follow  up  on  it  The 
whole  experience  dissipates. 

A  final  thought  about  why  we 
do  not  express  thanks  and  why  so 
many  times  we  experience  thanks, 
but  no  thanks  is  because  of  our 
discouragement.  A  good  blessing 


The  great  prophet  comes  but  lust  down  the  road  and  may- 
en  the  donkey  knows  be  totally  disconnected  from  that  event 

*  _aJ _  is  a  /iicoonramnn  mason*  that  nvprwKpImt 


is  a  discouraging  event  that  overwhelms 
us,  dominates  our  life  and  captures  all  of 
our  thought  process.  As  a  result,  rather 
than  even  pausing  to  say  thank  you,  we 
fall  back  into  the  pits  of  discouragement 
and  even  complaining.  This  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing,  let’s  do  it! 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  dire c- 
tkmsQmbcb.org. 


College  News 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 

recognized  their  alumna  of  the 
year  during  recent  homecom¬ 
ing  events.  Sharon  Martin 
received  the  top  award.  She 
has  been  a  physician  at  Missis¬ 
sippi  State  Hospital  since  1996 
and  has  served  on  the  Board  of 
Trustees  for  MC.  She  graduated 
with  a  biology  degree  in  1972 
and  earned  her  medical  degree 
magna  cum  laude  from  the 
University  of  Mississippi  Medi- 


Staff 

Changes 

In  Staff  News: 

►  Jim  Rutledge,  Amory, 
has  retired  after  pastoring 
for  45  years  and  in  now  avail¬ 
able  tor  interim  or  transitional 
work.  He  can  he  contacted  at 
(662)  256-9780  or  646-1693. 


MS^  udio  LLC 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Kquipmcnt  sales,  service  and  installation 


Trooper  Hales 

■nfo((Mn  saudiolk.com 


P.O.  Box  1575 
Clinton.  MS  39060 


Ph  601-923-9947 
Fax  601-924-2880 
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Clue:  H  =  S 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
punk:  Galatians  4:4 

by  Charles  Marx.  1932-2004,  C  2005 
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Ken.  trustees  turn  back  attempt  to  hire  homosexuals 


MOUNT  WASHINGTON.  Ky. 
(BP)  —  After  enduring  a  dozen 
years  of  defending  lawsuits 
stemming  from  the  firing  of  a 
lesbian  worker,  the  board  of 
directors  of  Sunrise  Children's 
Services  rejected  a  recom¬ 
mendation  Nov.  8  to  change 
the  Kentucky  Baptist  childcare 
agency’s  hiring  practices. 

Sunrne  Children's  Services 
will  continue  its  practice  of 
“informing  applicants  that 
the  organization  does  not 
hire  gay  people,”  according  to 
a  press  release  from  Brandi 
Felser,  chief  operating  officer 
of  Sunrise. 

‘Let  us  be  dear  about  this 
vote  ’  said  Joyce  Smith,  Sun¬ 
rise  board  chair.  “With  this  de¬ 
cision,  we  are  not  promoting 
anything  other  than  the  physi¬ 
cal,  mental,  andSpiritual  wel¬ 
fare  of  our  children. 

“We  remain  focused  on  our 
mission  of  providing  love  and 
support  to  the  victimized  chil¬ 
dren  that  Sunrise  serves  and 
our  decision  today  will  not 
affect  the  everyday  care  Sun¬ 
rise  provides  to  families 
and  children.” 

Upon  hearing  the  board's 
action,  Kentucky  Baptist 
Convention  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor  Paul  Chitwood  rejoiced  in 
“the  courage  and  conviction 
exhibited  by  the  board's  de¬ 
cision,'  ana  added,  “While  I 
know,  given  where  our  culture 


is  headed,  government  fund¬ 
ing  for  Sunrise  may  someday 
be  in  jeopardy,  I  recommit  my 
personal  ana  financial  sup¬ 
port  as  well  as  my  advocacy 
for  this  Great  Commandment 
ministry  of  Kentucky  Baptists. 
We  will  stand  with  this  board,’ 
Chitwood  pledged. 

Dan  Summerlin,  president 
of  the  Kentucky  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  and  pastor  of  Lone 
Oak  First  Church  in  Paducah, 
also  lauded  the  ‘courageous’ 
board’s  decision  and  thanked 
its  members  for  standing  on 
God's  principles. 

‘I  also  want  to  thank  all  Ken- 

andrrffortstorexpress  their  feed* 
ings  on  this  matter.  My  prayer 
is  now  for  [Sunrise  and  the 
KBC]  to  move  forward  by  sit¬ 
ting  down  together  and  work¬ 
ing  on  building  a  stronger  bond 
between  SCS  and  the  KBC.” 

In  the  news  release,  Sunrise 
President  Bill  Smithwick  stated 
the  board  ‘understands  and 
respects’  the  position  of  those 
who  may  not  like  its  decision. 

“For  those  that  do  not  agree 
with  our  practice,  we  under¬ 
stand  and  we  would  love  to  have 
you  join  us  in  putting  the  kids 
first  and  support  our  mission 
of  helping  the  least  among  us: 
victimized  children  who  need 
a  safe  haven  and  the  chance  to 
see  love  and  experience  hope.’ 
Smithwick  added  he  was 


“We  remain  focused  on  our  mission  of 
providing  love  and  support  to  the  victimized 
children  that  Sunrise  serves  and  our  decision  today 
will  not  affect  the  everyday  care  Sunrise  provides  to 

families  and  children." 


hopeful  that  support  remains 
strong  to  continue  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  providing  assistance  to 
fragile  young  people  who  have 
been  served  by  the  organization 
since  1869. 

‘We  need  the  assistance  of 
caring  people  everywhere,” 
Smithwick  said. 

In  a  recent  letter  to  Kentucky 
Baptist  pastors,  Smithwick  dis¬ 
closed  that  its  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  was  discussing  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  altering  the  ministry's 
anti-discrimination  policy.  At 
an  Aug.  16  meeting,  the  propos¬ 
al  was  tabled  until  the  board’s 
meeting  last  Friday. 

“The  day  is  soon  coming 
when  sexual  preference  will  be¬ 
come  protected  status  attached 
to  Federal  monies  and  will  likely 
be  added  to  State  monies,  forc¬ 
ing  anyone  who  accepts  either 
to  comply  or  dose,’  Smithwick 
wrote.  This  is  not  an  'if  but  a 
'when'  event...  Thus  the  core 
question,  "Will  Sunrise  change 
its  hiring  practices  or  not?’  Wul 
we  walk  away  from  the  broken. 


Joyce  Smith 

Sunrise  board  chair 

forsaken,  lonely  kids  who  can 
hear  the  Gospel,  find  love,  for¬ 
giveness,  and  hope  through  our 
mission  because  we  choose  to 
focus  on  one  sin,  while  over¬ 
looking  the  many  others?  Or, 
will  we  seek  the  greater  good  to 
save  the  kids?" 

Chitwood,  however,  opposed 
the  proposed  change  in  Sun¬ 
rise’s  hiring  practices.  “If  the 
trustees  decide  to  follow  Smith¬ 
wick  and  surrender  biblical 
values  to  maintain  government 
funding,  then  clearly  they  will 
have  forsaken  the  Baptist  char¬ 
acter  of  Sunrise  ana  become 
the  equivalent  of  any  secular 
corporation  that  contracts  with 
the  state  to  provide  childcare." 

West  Kentucky  directors 
of  missions  launched  a  letter- 
writing  campaign  and  petition 
drive  calling  for  trustees  to  op¬ 
pose  changes  in  Sunrise's  hir¬ 
ing  practices.  The  group,  repre¬ 
senting  12  Baptist  associations, 
urged  fellow  DOMs  across  the 
state  to  “take  a  stand*  for  bibli¬ 
cal  values,  stating,  “Ibis  is  not  a 


battle  against  homosexuals,  but 
a  stand  against  this  sin  becom¬ 
ing  so  culturally  acceptable  that 
we  evad-  calling  it  sin.” 

Following  the  Aug.  16  meet¬ 
ing,  one  trustee,  Rick  Fyffe  of 
Ashland,  resigned  in  protest. 
Another,  Stan  Specs  of  Pa¬ 
ducah,  expressed  his  concerns 
to  Kentucky  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  leaders. 

In  1998,  Sunrise,  then  known 
as  Kentucky  Baptist  Homes  for 
Children,  fired  an  employee 
when  it  became  known  that  she 
was  a  lesbian.  Since  then,  the 
agency  has  been  embroiled  in  a 
lawsui  with  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  and  Ameri¬ 
cans  United  for  Separation 
of  Church  and  State  over  the 
use  of  taxpay^  funds  by  faith- 
based  organizations. 

The  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky  has  reached  a  set¬ 
tlement  in  the  suit,  including 
a  stipulation  that  religiously- 
affiliated  organizations  re¬ 
ceiving  state  funds  neither 
pressure  children  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  religious  activities  nor 
read  religious  materials. 

Sunrise  has  opposed  the 
agreement,  claiming  that  it 
unfairly  singles  them  out  for 
scrutiny  not  required  for  other 
childcare  agencies  that  con¬ 
tract  with  the  state.  Meanwhile, 
a  suit  filed  against  Sunrise  by 
the  former  employee  and  three 
others  remains  in  litigation. 


Federal  judge  strikes  down  ministerial  housing  allowance 
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WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  rehgjpus  freedom 
ana  financial  benefits  entities  both  ex¬ 
pressed  their  opposition  to  a  recent  fed¬ 
eral  court  ruling  invalidating  the  minis¬ 
terial  housing  allowance. 

The  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  (ERLC)  in  Nashville  and 
GuideStone  Financial  Resources  in 
Dallas  protested  a  Nov.  22  decision  bv 
Wisconsin  federal  Judge  Barbara  Crabb 
that  struck  down  the  portion  of  a  1954 
federal  law  that  allows  clergy  to  exclude 
for  federal  income  tax  purposes  a  por¬ 
tion  or  all  of  their  gross  income  as  a 
housing  allowance. 

She  ruled  that  the  provision  violates 


the  First  Amendment's  prohibition  on 
government  establishment  ofrehnory 

Crabb,  a  senior  judge  in  the  Western 
District  of  Wisconsin  who  was  appointed 
to  the  bench  by  U.S.  President  Jimmy 
Carter,  a  Democrat,  blocked  enforce¬ 
ment  of  her  opinion  until  the  appeals 
process  in  the  lawsuit  is  complete. 

In  a  combined  news  release  Nov. 
B3  ERLC  and  Guidestone  officials  ex¬ 
pressed  their  solidarity  in  workingto 
protect  the  housing  allowance.  The 
clergy  housing  allowance  isn  t  a  govern¬ 
ment  establishment  of  religion,  but  just 
the  reverse,"  ERLC  President  Russell  D. 
Moore  said.  “The  allowance  is  neutral  to 
all  religions.  Without  it,  clergy  in  small 


It’s  all  online! 


Ear  your^fee  m'  style  at  Blue  Mountain 
College  with  a  fully- accredited  degree  in 
Business  led  by  faculty  who  live  and  work  right 
here  in  Mississippi!  Each  eight-week  course  is 

taught  with  the  same  Christ-centered  worldview 

■as  our  campus  courses.  There  are  six  start  »» iintain 

dates  each  year,  so  apply  today  and  you  could  Blllt  Mountd 

be  starting  classes  very  soon!  College 

VISIT  US  AT:  www.bmc:edu/onlinebusiness_ 
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congregations  of  all  sorts  would  be  pe- 

nalizedand  harmed.  _ ^ 

“We  will  continue  to  fight  to  protect 
the  housing  allowance,  because  we  be¬ 
lieve  clergy  are  essential  for  flourishing, 
vibrant  communities,"  Moore  said. 

GuideStone  President  O.S.  Hawkins 
said,  “Although  this  particular  case  does 
not  have  immediate  impact,  we  know 
that  pastors  and  others  in  ministry  are 
facing  challenges  in  our  very  own  nation 
as  never  before.  This  decision,  while  not 
unanticipated,  is  sadly  symptomatic  of 
our  culture  today. 

“We  count  it  a  privilege  to  be  an  ad¬ 
vocate  for  those  who  have  given  their 
lives  to  ministry  -  and  we  will  not  for¬ 
sake  our  mission  to  undergird  those 
who  so  faithfully  serve  our  churches 
and  ministries."  .  . 

At  its  website.  GuideStone  describes 
the  housing  allowance  as  “the  roost  im¬ 
portant  tax  benefit  available  to  minis¬ 
ters.  Section  107  of  the  Internal  Revenue 
Code  allows  ministers  of  the  gospel  to 
exclude  some  or  all  of  their  ministerial 
income  designated  by  their  church  or 
church-related  employer  as  a  housing 
allowance  from  income  for  federal  in- 

C°TheaalFowance  has  been  especially 
helpful  to  smaller  congregations  be¬ 
cause  their  pastors  or  ministers,  who 
typically  receive  lower  salaries,  ben¬ 
efit  from  part  of  their  income  being 
non-taxabfe.  .  . 

A  2002  estimate  offered  by  then- 
Congressman  Jim  Ramstad  of  Minne¬ 
sota  said  the  housing  allowance  would 


save  ministers  $2.3  billion  in  taxes  dur¬ 
ing  the  following  five  years. 

Crabb’s  decision  came  as  no  surprise.  In 
2010,  she  ruled  die  National  Day  of  Prayer 
violates  the  establishment  clause.  A  three- 
judge  panel  of  the  Seventh  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  in  Chicago  unanimously  struck 
down  Crabb  s  ruling  the  following  year 
The  appeals  court  ruled  the  Freedom 
From  Religion  Foundation  (FFRF)  did  not 

have  standing  to  bring  the  lawsuit 

The  FFRF,  which  is  barad  in  Madison, 
Wis.,  was  qualified  to  sue  federal  officials 
in  the  housing  allowance  case,  Crabb  ruled, 
and  its  co-presidents  celebrated  the  judge  s 
decision.  The  rest  of  us  should  not  pay 
more  because  clergy  pay  less,  Laune  Gay- 
lor  and  Dan  Barker  said. 

Barry  Lynn,  executive  director  of  Amer- 
icans  United  for  Separation  of  Church  and 
State,  said  in  a  statement  for  Baptist  Press, 
The  cleigy^»|ij|fckUowance  exemp¬ 
tion  is  a  spolWSieninient  submdy  ex¬ 
tended  only  to  religious  leaders.  On  those 
grounds,  it  appears  to  be  a  violation  of 
church-state  separation.  .... 

The  exemption  was  crafted  during  a 
tune  when  many  congregations  maintained 
parsonages  ana  were  structured  mucr^dJi- 
ferentlv  than  they  are  now.  I’m  sure  this 
decision  will  be  appealed.  Re^ardkas  of 
what  happens,  I  hope  America  s  religious 
and  political  leaders  take  this  opportunity 
to  consider  revamping  some  old  practices 
that  may  no  longer  make  sense  in  the  mod- 
em  era. 

Defenders  of  the  housing  allowance  ap- 
peared  hopeful  the  Seventh  Circuit  Court 
would  again  reverse  Crabb. 
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1  in  I  li  i>  not  relative 


(At  left)  CALVARY  CHURCH.  BOGUE  CHITTO, 

conducted  Sunday  School  and  discipleship  train¬ 
ing  attendance  promotion  during  October.  Pastor 
Hal  Hatten  agreed  to  have  his  mustache  and  hair 
'buzzed"  if  the  combined  attendance  of  900  was  ob¬ 
tained.  Shown  are  Hatton  and  Margie  Montgomery 


SINGLETON  CHURCH,  WINSTON,  recently  held 
a  baby  dedicatipn.  Shown  are  pastor  Lawrence 
Runnels,  and  baby  Manny  with  parents  Heather  and 
Conner  Romedy. 


FAIR  RIVER  CHURCH.  BROOKHAVEN.  recently  dedicated 
their  newly  renovated  fellowship  hall.  Shown  are  pastor  Jay 
Anderson.  Lana  Philipp.  Janice  Nations.  Joyce  Moore,  Sandy 
Fielder.  Kathy  Waycaster,  and  Charieen  Dickson. 


TRINITY  CHURCH.  MONROE  ASSOCIATION,  held  a  Heart 
Saver  CPR  class  Nov.  16  for  their  nursery  and  children  workers. 
Shown  are  the  participants  with  pastor  Justin  Simmons. 


.. 
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The  youth  of  IMMANUEL  CHURCH.  GREENWOOD,  had  a 

Q  &  A  time  about  the  military  with  a  group  of  veterans  from 
the  church.  Shown,  from  left,  are  BillThornburg,  Dwayne 
Smith,  Charles  Scrivener,  David  Clark  (standing),  Fred  Palmer- 
tree,  and  HughTherrell. 
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BIG  LEVEL  CHURCH.  WIGGINS,  celebrated  V^tetans  Day. 


In  other  Church  News: 

►  Algoma  Church,  Algoma,  will  host  its  22nd 
annual  drive-through  nativity  Dec.  6  -  7.  6  -  9 
p.m.  No  charge. 

►  Allen  Harris  will  share  in  Christmas  concerts 

at  Calvary  Church ,  Canton,  Dec.  8, 

way  Church,  Jackson.  Dec.  8,5p.m  ;  Rr*,J'"urc*'; 

Raymond,  Dec.  15,  4  and  7  P  m :  »n°  p,easam 
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Hills  Church,  Columbus,  Dec.  22, 6  p.m 


►  Robin  Brumfield  is  having  a  book  signing 
for  his  neves:  book,  Conauering  the  Inevitable: 
Coping  wi'  h  Change  Based  On  Insights  from  Ne- 
hemiah,  Dec.  11,  Meadville  Public  Library,  from 
Noon  -  1:30  p.m.  and  4:30  -  6  p.m.  Brumfield 
is  the  pastor  of  Providence  Church,  Meadville, 
and  is  active  in  Mississippi  Baptist  bivocationa) 
ministries. 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  YAZOO  CITY,  was  presented  an 
American  flag  by  Col.  James  Hartline,  Vice  Wing  Com¬ 
mander,  172nd  Airlift  Wing,  Jackson.  The  flag  was  flown 
over  Bagram,  Afghanistan  on  an  Aerial  Evacuation  Mission. 
This  was  in  recognition  of  pastor  Caleb  Clark's  servicers  a 
chaplain  in  the  Mississippi  Air  National  Guard.  Shown  are 
Clark,  Lee  Ann  Allison,  and  Ricky  Shivers. 


THE  MUSICAL  EVENT 

OF  THE  HOLIDAY  SEASON 


MEDICARE 

Supplement 


CLASSIFIEDS 


es  that  Southern  Baptist  relief 
teams  hope  to  find. 

While  millions  of  dollars  in 
relief  aid  is  flowing  into  some 
hard-hit  areas,  many  small¬ 
er  communities  must  fend 
for  themselves. 

People  in  remote  areas  far 
from  the  main  roads  often 
are  neglected  for  one  to  two 


"What  Western 
churches  can  do  is 
provide  the  financial  aid 
resources  he  [Driz] 
doesn't  have.' 

Larry  Shin* 


How  can  I  help? 

Mississippi  Baptists  can  contribute  to  the  relief  ef¬ 
fort  through  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 
Make  checks  payable  to  the  MBCB.  and  note  'Disas¬ 
ter  Relief'  on  the  memo  line.  Mail  to  MBCB.  P.O.  Box 
630.  Jackson.  MS  39206-0630. 


major  disaster,  said  Larry  Texas 

Shine,  a  member  of  the  four- 

man  Baptist  Global  Response  On  a  recent  evening,  Driz,  then  encourage  t 
team  sent  to  Cebu  Island.  Stice,  and  Shine  sat  down  to  the  knowledge  o 
The  team’s  goal  is  to  go  into  discuss  areas  they  visited,  proach  to  huma 
areas  not  highlighted  in  the  Shine  asked  questions  to  help  that  facilitates  cl 
media  and  partner  with  local  Driz  think  through  the  re-  ing.  The  discu 
pastors  to  bring  relief  to  ne-  building  process  and  what  re-  moved  to  what  t 
glected  communities.  sources  they  would  need.  relief  kits  and  1 

Shine,  pastor  of  Pine  For-  He  encouraged  Driz  to  use  transport  the  g 
est  Churcn  in  Onalaska,  Tex-  Filipino  church  members  to  asked  Driz  to 
as,  and  Scottie  Stice,  pastor  deliver  the  relief  supplies.  “B y  self  available  to 
of  Southwest  Texas  Cowboy  using  an  existing  network,  it  the  families  whi 
Church  in  Uvalde,  Texas,  trav-  is  more  effective.  Shine  said,  his  team  are 
eled  Nov.  16  to  work  with  Fili-  “The  church  is  the  best  net-  supplies, 
pino  pastor  Nabanglo  Driz.  work  in  the  world.”  Driz,  Stice,  an 

Shine  leads  the  interna-  “What  Western  churches  mulated  a  plan  f 
tional  disaster  relief  task  force  can  do  is  provide  the  finan-  and  packets  to  I 
for  Southern  Baptists  of  Texas  cial  aid  resources  he  [Driz]  the  following  w 
Convention.  Stice  is  the  assis-  doesn’t  have,”  Shine  added.  Global  Responsi 
tant  state  director  of  disaster  Shine  encouraged  Driz  and 
relief  for  the  convention.  his  church  to  train  others  and 
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2009  STAR  CRAFT  25  PASSANGER  BUS 


For  Sale  by  First  Baptist  Church  Durant 


For  more  information  contact 
David  Truitt  @  662-4 1  7-79 1  8  or 
Kenneth  Dickerson  @  601  954  23  1  3 
Price  $49  900  or  best  reasonable  offer 


PHYSICIAN 

corn  from  p.  1 

Ridge  Church  in  Ridgeland. 
The  child’s  continued  la 


"I  still  have  no  idea  why  He  picked  the  shiest 
pediatrician  in  America  to  do  this,  but  I  suppose  I'll 

find  out  in  heaven. 

Hannah  Gay 
Baptist  physician 


ICUCTICU  _  J.  .  - ,  -  r  r  .  *  "IUI  l lie  lUCd  I 

>pe  that  the  child  is  perma  medical  missionary  in  the  having  to  be  the  one  on  th 
^ntlv  cured.  Horn  of  Africa  20  years  ago,  speaker’s  stage  all  the  timr 

UJieJiig  question,  of  course  ***5  doesn it  know  why  l'm  still  not  happy  with  it,  bu 

,  Is  thU  child  cured  of  HIV  God  “  “““g  her  for  such  there  have  been  a  lot  of  thing 
fection?”  the  Journal  *  P?bhc  tas*  as  breaking  that  I  have  learned.  I  can’t  tal 
tide  stated.  “The  best  an-  “amere  in  the  cure  of  but  God  is  providing  words.” 
r«r .  at  this  moment  is  a  .,  ,  „  Still,  she  has  welcome 

fimtive  ’maybe.”  n- J^'havt  no  idea  why  He  venues  in  Mississippi,  wher 

Gay,  associate  professor  of  PJc*ed  .  sbleat  pediatrician  she’s  using  the  platform  t 
dutnc  infectious  diseases  1  encour.ge|ren» ta)  care™ th 

UMC.was  first  credited  in  heav"  poorest  state  in  the  nation, 

arch  with  achieving  a  "func-  !?; '  a™  hy  ba**c  "at“re  '''O’  “I’ve  been  able  here  in  Mis 
>nal  cure  of  the  child,  in-  h  y’Ka” j  huVe  a  sissippi,  in  my  own  backyard 

eating  the  viral  presence  GwJ  »ho  "  to  really  promote  the  proven 

SSatsf*—  SeSSea&S  *a**ft==R 

Mas  steh-55®  rosa 

Gav  treated  the  child  Iv,™  The  Gays  continue  to  50  Im  81V">* ‘he  preventioi 

ay  nested  the  child,  born  teach  Bjble  Dri,j  Trace  message  out  here  in  Missis 

prenatal  cTre°  Rid*e  Church-  A  sermon  ?as‘  ^ethin, 

th  ,or  Steve  Street  delivered  in  that  1  ve  wanted  to  do  becausi 

e^Simendof  ?hr J88".-'  March  shor‘1>'  after  Gay  was  we  re  much  tn°re  interestec 
■1  ft-  f  th  !t  credited  with  achieving  the  ,n  preventing  HIV  rather  thar 

30  func*‘onal  curc  remfnded  cunngit." 

-  ihree  .  year5  her  of  Moses'  reticence  for  .  Gay  continues  to  monitoi 

>  ]ye  discontinued  the  spotlight.  the  child  whose  identity  has 

°l  the  baby  after  “The  first  Sunday  back  remained  anonymous,  an< 

montlw,  but  when  she  re-  when  I  went  to  church  I  found  sends  samples  of  the  patient’: 
ned  the  baby  for  treat-  that  my  pastor  was...  just  blood  to  labs  of  her  colleague 
”t  at  23  months  tests  re-  starting  a  series  of  sermons  for  ultrasensitive  studies, 
ded  that  the  virus  had  not  from  Exodus,  and  on  that  first  ”1  see  the  child  on  a  regula 
en  replicating.  sermon  be  started  preaching  basis,  but  several  times  a  yei 

Gay  has  been  m  the  spot-  about  the  call  of  Moses  and  I  will  be  continuing  to  sen 
lit  for  months  because  of  God  saying  to  Moses,  'What’s  samples  of  her  blood  to  thei 
1  achievement.  She  present-  that  in  your  hand?’  and  Moses  research  labs  so  that  they  cai 
a  case  study  of  the  baby  on  saying,  ‘It's  just  a  stick,  God,’  do  these  ultrasensitive  tests 
v.  5  to  the  prestigious  Ox-  and  then  God  proved  to  Mo-  and  in  that  way  I’m  better  able 
d  Union  in  England,  a  fo-  ses  that  He  can  use  just  a  stick  to  maybe  get  some  early  indi- 
n  for  debate  and  discussion  to  get  water  from  a  rock,  or  to  cation  that,  yeah,  her  virus 
Oxford  University  which  part  the  Red  Sea,  or  whatever,  may  be  getting  ready  to  come 

>  hosted  an  array  of  nota-  so  with  Moses  protesting  all  back  and  if  that’s  the  case, 

s  including  world  leaders  along  the  way,  ‘God  I  can’t  then  I’ll  know  to  start  medi- 
ce  1823.  talk,  God  sent  him  anyway  cines  right  away  —  but  hope- 

fhe  mother  of  four  and  "I  have  felt  very  much  like  fully  it's  not  going  to  happen.’ 


Submission  Guidelines  <^3 

Tb»  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
photographs  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  cooperating 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  w*  not  be  published 


to  the  email  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
message  segment  of  an  email  form.  Secondary  method:  news 
may  ba  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  paper 
and  mailed.  All  articles  must  be  received  in  writing:  no  articles 
wig  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted.  Photograph 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permisaibie. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who.  what.  when, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person’s 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  email  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Herd  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  will  not  be  accepted,  photographs 
must  be  deer,  sharp,  and  welHighted.  Photographs  must  depict 
people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  objectonty  photographs 
will  be  printed.  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  dothing  will  not  be  published.  Cell  phone 
Phctographe  and  other  lew  resolution  items  that  do  not 
reproduce  wed  on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable  .  , 

Thera  ie  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  phetographs 


First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


acknowledged  AM  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  end  all 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  News  items  and/or 
photographs  can  bo  published  one  time  only.  Deadline  lor 
submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested  publication 
data.  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitrve  wii  be  published  on 
a  space-available  basis  These  guidelines  are  not  meant  to  be 
exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  PO  Boor  630.  Jackson. 
MS  39206063 0  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  Email  beptistrecordB 
mbcb.org. 
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OCTOBER  M>13 
MEMORIALS 


1  \ 
t  /|N- 


M- 


Jerry  Adams 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Daniel  A. 
Smith 

Evelyn  (Adene)  Addison 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Calvin  W. 
Porter 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  George 
Ricks 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  L. 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

OKmon,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 


C 


n  S  OF  HQ  V 

o'Uo  memo^ 


A  |w>ri»on  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated 
each  month  lo  a  list  ot  G'fi^  of  Honor  and 
Memory  M.my  groups  and  mdividwins 
et«<  t  to  pay  tribute  to  others  through  tins 


Joe  Alcorn 

Mount  Pleasant  BC 
Sylvia  H.  Alford 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  J. 
Hall,  Ul 
Mr.  Anthony  Allen 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  W.  M. 
McEIny 
Gage  Allen 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Brooks  H. 
PoUc,  Jr. 

Mr.  Jim  Ballard 

Dr.  Robert  M. 
Abraham 
Mr.  James  Bass 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmie  L 
Manton 
Rose  B  Beggs 

Mr.  Charles  W. 
Holmes 

Brice  Cannon  Bishop 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Andy 
Oakes 

James  Micah  "Jimmy”  Bishop 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wm.  Rex 
Patterson  ft  Family 
Jeny  L.  Blades 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Brooks  H. 
Polk.  Jr. 

Curtis  Bobinger 

Mary  Morgan,  Randy, 


SEPTEMBER  aoi3 
MEMORIALS 


Channian  Smith 

Mias  Lucy  Mikell 
James  “Sonny"  Smith 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ernest  L 
Scruggs 
Maxine  Smith 

Pldelis  SSC,  Morrison 
Heights  BC 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Snell 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dwight 


Mrs.  Jewel  Tisdale 

Mrs.  Sally  Hefner  and 
Family 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  Woody  (Jewel) 
Tisdale 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  M. 
Hanvey 

Mrs.  Kristee  Trammell 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Curtis  A 


Mr.  Paul  Bobttt 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike 


Mr.  Leroy  Boyd 

Cecil  ft  Penny 
Washington 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike 


Richard  Truitt 

Mrs.  Myrl  McCormick 


Mrs.  Mary  Buckley 

Mrs.  Syble  B.  Lee 
Paul  W.  Buford 

Curtis  ft  Shirley 


Ms.  Cathy  J  .  MeComb 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Perry  E. 
Atherton 
Mr  .  Joe  Spears 

Mr.  J.  V.  Parker 
Mrs.  Almedia  "Tootsie*  Spires 
Mrs.  Mildred  E. 
Wrtcben 
Dianne  9tevens 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thomas 
D.  House 
Allen  Stokes 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Michael 
W.  Betts 

Mr.  Huey  Summerlin 

Rev.  ft  Mrs.  William 
B.  Webb 
Mrs.  Faye  Tadlock 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Steve 
Weeks 

Mrs.  Marjory  Thornton 
Carey  Gosa 
Ma.  Belinda  S. 
Gordon 

Ma.  Debra  Thomas 
Ms.  Jane  E.  Nichols 
Ms.  Melinda  Hand 
Ms  Rita  D.  Murphy 
Mrs.  Willard  Tigrett 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Steve 
Weeks 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Danny 
Withers 
Gertrude  Veraiga 

Arlington  rtetgms  dl 
t  Mae  Wells 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bill 


Kim  ft  Anthony 
O’Bryant 
Shelia  B  Phppo 
Scott  Buford 
Jon  Bunch 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  George  A 


Mr.  Chad  White 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  Steve 
Weeks 

Thomas  "Buddy"  White 
Conway  BC 
Mrs.  Zema  Williams 

Seekers  SSC,  PBC 


Cedi  ft  Penny 
Washington 

Mr.  Thomas  W.  "Tom”  Cade 
Mr  .  ft  Mrs.  Charles 
Dew 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy 


L.  O  Young  •* 

Concord  BC 


OCTOBER  aot3 
HONORS 


Mr.  Jerry  Cafley 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  E. 
Heffner 

Mrs.MaijorieJ.Cux 
Robert  E.  Cahoon  Jr. 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Neil  H. 


Mrs.  Kathy  Davis 

Mrs.  Gayie  Cornwell 
Rev.  Stan  Davis 

Adah  DI  SSC.  North 
Columbia  BC 
Mrs.  Glenda  Fly 

Mrs.  Dora  L  Murray 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Billy  Russell 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ronnie  E. 
Thaxton 


James  Wilton  Camp 

Ms.  Sue  Moore 
Mrs.  Pat  Cstbdge 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Curtis  A 


Francis  Fuquay  Cavineas 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gregg  T. 
Tindle  ft  Family 
Doug  Clanton 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gregg  T 
Tindle 
John  Clark 


Mrs.  Sally  M.  Watts 
Dr.  William  Clawson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lamont 
Jarrell 
Wallace  Clay 

Ms.  Lisa  Leavell 
Mr.  Hugh  Cox 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Bdl 
Keith  Crenshaw 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  George  R. 
Faulk 
Len  Curlee 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  R. 

Wilbanks  _ 

Mrs.  Virginia  Darnell 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dick 
Robertson 
Dewitt  Davis 

McCoolBC 
Randall  Davis 

Mr.J.V.  Parker 
Alma  Dickerson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Hollingsworth 
Ms.  Margaret  Guyton 
Nadine  Dickerson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Carl  K. 
Bagwell 

Mr.  David  Dodd 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Jenkins 

Mrs.  Estelle  Donahoe 
Central  BC 
Dwayne  Donaldson 

Cedi  ft  Penny 
Washington 
Wade  Dooiin 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wayne 
Harris 

Joseph  “Joe"  Dou say 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Marion 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  at  MONT1CELLO 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  hosted  Celeste  Cade.  BCV 
Public  Relations  Associate,  as  their  November 
guest  speaker  and  donated  pantry  items  for  Dick¬ 
erson  Place  Campus  in  Brookhaven. 

Lucy  P.  Fisher  Hr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  E. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Frank  O.  Derrick 

Crosthwait,  Jr.  Mrs.  Sue  Grantham 

Richard  Fluker  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  M.  E  Jenkins 

■Sonny*  Newton.  Jr.  Mrs.  Marion  Grenn 

Mrs.  Joyce  Frazier  Adult  77  SS  Dept, 

Elizabeth  Wilson  FBC  McComb 

Freddy  ft  Beth  Mrs.  Marion  B.  Grenn 

Roberts  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  B. 

Regan  ft  MoDy  Camith 

Roberts  Lena  Pearl  Griffin 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  E  Alan  ft  Barbara 

Blackwell  Storey 

Joe  Fredrick  EJ.  Grisham 

Annette  Calvert  Ms.  Sheree  L  Tyne, 

Mrs.  Frances  Gardner  Darrell  William  (Gundy) 

Mj.  Albert  E  Garner  Gunderson 

Mrs.  Dovie  Sue  Germany  Kathy,  Jayne  Kathryi 

Beta  Sigma  Phi  ft  Andrew  Denson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dewayne  Jimmy  Wayne  Gunn 

Ervin  Ma  Jeanette  D.  Kirb 


Ma.  Audene  P.  Watts  Jerry  Hall 

Ruth  Sullivan  Mr.  ft  M 

Justin  ft  Karie  Dulaney 

Bedwefl  ft  Family  Sherrill  Hanbeny 


CHECK  OUT  OUR  NEW  WEB  SITE 


AB0U1  SUNOS  lOCJtlKJNS 


GW  coma  amiAci 


baptist  Children  s  Village  has  a  new  web  site  and  we  invite  you  to 
visit  www.bapHstchildrensviliage.com  There  you  will  find 
our  new  video,  historical  information,  contact  information  for  each 
compos,  o  new  and  improved  online  donation  form,  information 
on  how  to  connect  with  the  ministry  ond  much  much  morel 


i  December  1 , 


Live  Selflessly  •  John  12:24-33,  35-36,  44-48 


Today's  lesson  title,  “Live  L _ 

one  of  the  greatest  challenges  of  L _ 

Christian  living.  But  Jesus  lives  out  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  selfless  living  here  in  the  Gospel 
of  John.  The  eleventh  chapter  of  John  had 
closed  out  with  Caiaphas.  the  Jewish  High 
Priest  ruling:  "You're  not  considering  that 
it  is  to  your  advantage  that  one  man  should 
d»  for  the  people  rather  than  the  whole  na¬ 
tion  perish.’  He  did  not  say  this  on  his  own, 
but  being  high  priest  that  year  he  proph¬ 
esied  that  Jesus  was  going  to  die  for  the  na¬ 
tion,"  John  11:50-51  (HCSB).  Jesus  was  not 
intimidated  by  this  concerted  effort  of  Jeru¬ 
salem’s  Jewish  leaders  to  trap  and  kfll  Him. 

Our  Background  Passage,  John  12,  be¬ 
gins  with  Jesus  openly  and  fearlessly  head¬ 
ing  to  Jerusalem  to  celebrate  the  Passover. 
Six  daws  before  the  Passover  Jesus  arrived 
in  Betnany  to  have  dinner  with  his  friends, 
Lazarus,  Mary,  and  Martha.  Jesus’ friends 
were  excited  to  have  the  master  in  their 
home  but  the  Jewish  leaders  were  not 
Bethany  was  dose  to  the  crowds  in  Jerusa¬ 
lem  and  Jesus  was  back  with  Lazarus  who 
He  had  just  been  raised  from  the  dead  after 
four  days  in  die  grave. 

This  miracle  of  raising  Lazarus  was  so 
foresting  to  the  chief  priest  that  they  de¬ 
cided  they  needed  to  kul  Lazarus  as  vrefl  as 
Jesus.  Mary,  however  unintentionally,  also 
angered  the  High  Priest  and  their  secret 


ally,  Jesus’  traitor,  Judas  Iscariot  by  anoint¬ 
ing  Jesus’ feet  Mary  took  a  pound  of  pure 
expensive  nard  and  poured  it  on  Jesus’  feet 
Judas  protested  that  300  denarii  worth  of 
expensive  oil  should  have  been  sold  to  hefo 
the  poor.  John  tells  us  “He  didn’t  say  this 
because  he  cared  about  the  poor  but  be¬ 
cause  he  was  a  thief.  He  was  in  charge  of 
the  money-bag  and  would  steal  part  of  what 
was  put 

in  it,* 

John  12:6 
(HCSB). 

immeii-  I  l  ExplOTG  tllB 

ately  cane  1  F  ' 

to  Miry’s  '  with  Don  Hicks 

defense 
objecting 
strong);1  to 
Judaa'  hy¬ 
pocrisy  and  just  plain  meanness.  “Jesus 
answered,  ’Leave  her  alone;  she  has  kept 
it  for  the  day  of  My  burial.  For  you  always 
have  the  poor  with  you,  but  you  do  not  al¬ 
ways  hive  Me.”1  But  it  gets  much  worse  for 
those  <  .pposed  to  Jesus 

A  very  large  crowd  gathered  to  welcome 
Jesus  to  the  festival  when  they  heard  he  was 
entering  Jerusalem.  However,  the  crowd 
did  not  understand  what  they  cheered  and 
chanted,  ‘Hosanna!  He  who  comes  in  the 


name  of  the  Lord  is  the  blessed  One  -  The 
King  of  Israel!'  John  12:13  (HCSB).  Je¬ 
sus  made  this  triumphal  entry  on  a  young 
donkey’s  colt  fulfilling  the  specific  Old 
Testament  prophecy  from  Zechariah  9:9 
(KJV)  “Rejoice  greatly,  O  daughter  of  Zion; 
shout,  O  daughter  erf  Jerusalem:  behold, 
thy  King  cometh  unto  thee:  be  is  just,  and 
having  salvation;  lowly,  and  riding  upon 
an  ass  and 
upon  a  colt 
the  foal  of 


an  ass. 
Jesus  en¬ 
tering  on 
the  foal  of 
a  donkey  is 
pointing  to 
next  week's 
Sunday 
School  les¬ 


son,  “Serve  Humbly." 

In  the  23rd  verse  of  the  12th  chap¬ 
ter  ‘Jesus  replied  to  them.  The  hour  has 
come  for  the  Son  of  Man  to  be  glorified,™ 
(HCSB)  Jesus  is  speaking  much  clearer  to 
the  12  trying  to  help  them  understand  the 
trial  crucifixion,  and  resurrection  whose 
time  has  arrived. 

In  our  lesson  passage  Jesus  explains  to 
the  disciples  that  a  wheat  seed  doesn't  grow 
until  it  is  placed  in  the  ground  and  dies. 


Speaking  of  His  impending  crucifixion  Je¬ 
sus  said  “But  if  it  foes,  it  produces  a  large 
crop,”  John  12:24  (HCSB).  Jesus  did  not 
want  death  but  was  willing  to  “Live  Self¬ 
lessly,"  but  He  still  said,  “Now  My  soul  is 
troubled.  What  should  I  say— Father,  save 
Me  from  this  hour?  But  that  is  why  I  came 
to  this  hour.  Father  glorify  Your  name!" 
John  12:27-28  (HCSB). 

According  to  verse  33  Jesus  was  trying 
to  explain  what  kind  of  death  He  is  ready  to 
experience.  Jesus  wanted  than  to  under¬ 
stand  they  needed  to  pay  attention  immedi¬ 
ately.  Jesus  said,  “The  light  will  be  with  you 
only  a  little  longer.  Walk  while  you  have  the 
light  so  that  darkness  doesn't  overtake  you. 
The  one  who  walks  in  darkness  doesn't 
know  where  he’s  going.  While  you  have  the 
light,  believe  in  the  light  so  that  you  may  be¬ 
come  sons  of  light,"  John  12:35-36  (HCSB). 

Jesus  closed  the  12th  chapter  assuring 
them  He  lived  and  taught  totally  in  God’s 
will  saying:  “So  the  things  that  I  speak,  I 
speak  just  as  the  Father  has  told  Me,"  John 
12:50  (HCSB). 

Hicks  is  a  consultant  in  the  Discipleship 
and  Family  Ministry  Department,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  and  a 
member  of  Brandon  Church,  Brandon, 


A  Problem  You  Can't  Solve  •  Homans  1:16-17;  2:5-1 1;  3:9-12 


ThecityofRomewasallaboutpower.lt 
was  the  capital  of  the  mighty  Roman  Em¬ 
pire  whose  rule  extended  throughout  much 
of  the  world  and  whose  massive  armies 
were  powerful  enough  to  squelch  any  pow¬ 
er  that  rose  against  it  Yet  a  power  great¬ 
er  than  any  other  had  silently  infiltrated 
foe  mighty  city,  a  power  that  could  not  be 
squelched—  one  with  foe  ability  and  might 
to  change  men’s  lives  from  the  inside  out  It 
was  the  power  of  foe  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  apostle  Paul  knew  firsthand  about 
this  life  changing  power  since  his  conver¬ 
sion  on  the  road  to  Damascus.  Paul  boldly 
declared  in  his  letter  to  the  Romans  that  he 
was  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel  because  it  is 
the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every¬ 
one  who  believes,  to  the  Jew  first  and  then 
to  the  Greek.  Through  the  ages  the  proph 
ets  of  God  had  been  foretelling  the  coming 
of  the  Messiah  as  God  prepared  His  chosen 
people  for  their  Savior.  Yet  John  1:11-12 
records  that  Jesus  came  unto  His  own,  but 
His  own  received  Him  not,  but  as  many  as 
received  Him,  to  them  gave  He  power  to 
become  the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that 
believe  on  His  name. 

In  the  glorious  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
foe  righteousness  of  God  is  revealed  from 
faith  to  frufo.  The  Amplified  Bible  says  it 


beautifully:  For  in  the  Gospel  a  righteous¬ 
ness  which  God  ascribes  is  revealed,  both 
springing  from  faith  and  leading  to  faith. 

As  it  is  written,  foe  man  who  through  faith 
is  just  and  upright  shall  live  and  shallive  by 
froth,  (v.17) 

Where  does  that  leave  the  morally  up¬ 
right  who  think  their  clean  living  and  good 
works  make  them  righteous?  When  they 
measure 
themselves 

against  foe  «mrwmr~M 
hardened  -- 

Ss  t:  Bible  Studies  for  Life 

fo^°ln^  Pat*y  Foster 

feel  that 
they  mea¬ 
sure  up 
pretty  good. 

Vet  Paul  wants  them  to  understand  that 
their  own  goodness  does  not  exempt  them 
from  the  wrath  and  judgment  of  Goa  Those 
who  harden  their  hearts  and  stubbornly 
reject  the  Gospel  no  matter  how  good  or 
how  bad  they  may  be,  are  treasuring  up  for 
themselves  wrath  in  the  day  of  wrath  and 
revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of  God 
when  He  will  render  to  every  man  accord¬ 


ing  to  his  deeds.  How  horrified  many  will 
be  when  they  realize  that  they  do  not  have 
the  righteousness  that  is  required  by  God 
because  they  never  humbled  themselves 
and  accepted  the  redemption  that  Christ 
provided  for  all.  Judgment  win  be  meted 
out  to  the  Jew  first  and  then  to  the  Gentile 
because  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons. 
Those  who  reject  him  and  do  not  obey  the 
truth  will 
receive  trib¬ 
ulation  and 
anguish, 
indignation 
and  wrath. 
It  will  be  a 
day  of  great 
misery  and 
devastation 
that  could 
have  been 
avoided  if  they  hadfoelieved  the  Truth. 

Those,  however,  who  have  trusted  Christ 
and  have  patiently  contfouixlm  well-doing, 
wfll  receive  eternal  life,  glory,  honor  and 
peace.  Though  salvation  does  not  come 
from  good  works,  but  through  faith  in 
Christ  alone,  good  works  do  flow  from  a 
relationship  with  Jesus  Christ.  Ephesians 
2:10  says  that  we  are  created  in  Chnst  Jesus 


unto  gpod  works  which  God  hath  before  or¬ 
dained  that  we  should  walk  in  them.  (KJV) 

Finally,  Paul  contends  that  all  stand 
guihy  before  God.  There  is  none  righteous. 
No  one  is  innocent  or  guiltless  before  God 
There  is  no  one  who  seeks  after  God.  We  are 
hopelessly  lost  on  our  own.  But  for  those  of 
us  who  have  trusted  in  Jesus  Christ  as  our 
Lord,  we  realize  that  we  didn't  find  Him. 
He  found  us.  It  is  He  who  has  placed  within 
us  a  new  heart  and  a  new  spirit.  The  apostle 
Peter  wrote  that  His  divine  power  has  given 
us  all  things  that  pertain  to  life  and  godli¬ 
ness  through  the  knowledge  of  Him  (2  Pe¬ 
ter  1:3).  What  humility  that  should  work 
in  us  as  we  interact  wifo^alht^and  sinners 
alike.  Qsr  goodness  didn’t  lead  ®<o  repen¬ 
tance.  God's  goodness  did. 

But  after  that  the  kindness  and  love  of 
God  our  Savior  appeared.  He  saved  us,  not 
because  of  righteous  things  we  had  done, 
but  because  of  his  mercy.  He  saved  us 
through  the  washing  of  rebirth  and  renewal 
by  foe  Holy  Spirit,  whom  He  poured  out 
on  us  generously  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Savior.  (Titus  3:4-6,  KJV) 

Foster  is  a  member  of  Murphy  Creek 
Church,  Louisville. 


STATES 

com.  from  p.  I 

now  —  as  it  has  for  all  times  — 
is  that  Christians  bear  witness 
to  foe  truth  despite  uncom¬ 
fortable  circumstances." 

Before  Illinois  and  Hawaii, 
same  sex  marriage  also  be¬ 
came  legal  in  California,  Del¬ 
aware,  Minnesota,  New  Jer¬ 
sey  and  Rhode  Island  during 
2013.  The  issue  is  in  the  courts 
in  various  states,  and  gay  mar¬ 


riage  advocates  are  seeking 
electoral  or  legislative  victo¬ 
ries  in  other  states. 

Through  2016,  HRC  has 
targeted  Arizona,  Colorado, 
Indiana,  Michigan,  Nevada, 
Ohio,  and  Oregon  at  the 
ballot  box  or  in  the  states' 
respective  legislatures. 

Ahead  “is  an  inevitable  dash 
with  foe  courts,"  Walker  told  BP. 
‘Just  about  all  the  blue  states 
that  can  pass  same  sex  marriage 
have  already  done  so,  so  legis¬ 
latively  same  sex  marriage  ad¬ 


vocates  will  have  to  rely  on  foe 
courts  to  peel  back  the  consti¬ 
tutional  amendments  that  exist 
in  over  30  states  that  protect  foe 
natural  definition  of  marriage.’ 

Victory  for  Christians  may 
look  different  than  successes  in 
the  states.  Walker  said.  ‘In  the 
short  term,  it  is  likely  that  mar¬ 
riage  advocates  like  myself  will 
experience  more  losses.  In  foe 
long  run,  though.  I’m  not  scor¬ 
ing  victory  along  foe  lines  of 
wins  and  lasses.  What  matters 
is  that  Christians  are  found  to 


be  faithful  at  a  time  when  their 
views  on  marriage  are  being 
chastised  in  culture." 

Quinn  and  Abercrombie  saw 
their  endorsements  of  same  sex 
marriage  as  part  of  the  American 
march  against  discrimination. 

“This  new  law  is  an  epic 
victory  for  equal  rights  in 
America,"  Quinn  said  of  the  Il¬ 
linois  measure.  Abercrombie 
described  the  legalization  of 
same-sex  marriage  in  Hawaii  as 
“part  of  the  long  history  of  civil 
rights  movements  ' 


Hawaii’s  new  law  will  take 
effect  Dec.  2,  while  Illinois'  law 
will  do  so  June  1  of  next  year. 

In  addition  to  foe  seven  states 
that  have  legalized  same  sex 
marriage  this  year,  three  states 
—  Maine,  Maryland,  and  Wash¬ 
ington  —  approved  it  in  foe  No¬ 
vember  2012  election. 

The  six  states  in  which  same 
sex  marriage  was  legalized  be¬ 
fore  2012  are  Connecticut,  Iowa, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  New  York,  and  Vermont. 
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Kazakh  police:  Christians  'worse  than  spies 


^ISTANA 


Human  Rights  Violations 

According  to  Forum  18.  Ka¬ 
zakhstan  is  a  persistent  violator 


sion.  In  addi-  Reimer  was  fined  and  his 


1  and  my  family  are  still  recovering 


tion  to  confis-  against  the  fine  rejected  on  Oct.  16.  from  shock." 

eating  DVDs  Kazakh  authorities  also  deported  Police  in  the  capital  of  Astana  also 

and  religious  Baptist  pastor  Viktor  Um  for  ‘'illegal  have  been  intimidating  and  harassing 
literature,  six  missionary  activity,"  according  to  Fo-  members  of  Grace  Protestant  Church, 
church  mem-  rum  18.  A  stateless  person.  Dm  had  according  to  International  Christian 
bers  and  three  lived  in  Kazakhstan  for  20  years,  where  Concern  (ICC),  an  organization  that 
visitors  were  his  wife  and  children  are  citizens.  supports  the  persecuted  church, 

taken  to  the  In  a  case  brought  by  the  regional  re-  1116  church’s  pastor,  Bakhytzhan 

police  station  ligious  affairs  department  in  Almaty,  Kashkumbayev,  had  been  arrested  in 
and  ques-  the  nation's  largest  city  with  some  1.5  May  as  part  of  the  crackdown  on  re- 
tioned  mdi-  million  people,  Um  was  accused  of  ligious  minorities.  ICC  reported  that 
vtdually.  leading  religious  police  collected 

C  n  u  r  c  h  activity  without  — — — — -  information  on 

members  told  registration  as  a  They  are  scared  to  QO  to  the  church’s  regu- 

Forum  18  the  missionary.  church  His  church  keen-.  '*r  attendees  and 

police  refused  District  court  «iurcn.  rns  enuren  Keeps  .  , 

to  hand  over  Judge  Berikzhan  Qetting  smaller  and  smaller."  harassing  8  birth 

icr  .  present  and  past 

ICC  contact  congregants. 

"They  are  scared 
.  .  to  go  to  church," 

rted  in  15  said  an  ICC  contact  who  did  not 
,.^?lona'  8>ve  his  name  for  security  reasons. 
a.irt,n  His  church  keeps  getting  smaller 

and  smaller." 

When  a  congregant  asked  police 
why  they  have  been  treating  church 
members  this  way,  an  officer  reported¬ 
ly  responded,  "You 
are  worse  than 
spies.  You  bring 
Kazakhs  to  Christ. 

According  to 
Forum  18,  Kazakh¬ 
stan  is  a  persistent 
violator  of  human 
rights  commit¬ 
ments.  The  abuses  Forum  18  has  docu¬ 
mented  include: 

■  Attacks  on  religious  freedom  by 
government  officials  at  all  levels. 

■  Uterature  censorship. 

■  Legal  restrictions  on  freedom  of 
was  not  religion  or  belief. 

:  actions  ■  Raids,  fines,  threats,  and  interro- 
religious  gations  against  religious  communities. 

,  ,  ■  Police  surveillance  of  religious 

(•  16  with  groups. 

ren  t  pre-  ■  Attempts  to  deprive  religious 
orum  18.  communities  of  their  property. 


of  seven  and  he  j 
had  done  noth- 
ing  wrong,  ac- 
cording  to  Fo- 
rum  18.  ■«£*, " 

On  Aug.  5,  .Jl*  1 

Judge  Korlen  I 
Khalelova  sen-  i 
tenced  him  to 
one  day’s  im- 
prison  men  t. 

Nearly  three  S 
months  later,  \ 
on  Oct.  28,  dis- 
trict  police  sum- 
moned  Leonov 

and  handed  him  an  official  notice  that  a 
criminal  investigation  had  been  opened 
against  him  on  Sept.  7  for  "willful  refus¬ 
al  to  carry  out  a  court  decision.* 

The  penalty  could  involve  a  fine,  be- 

^ceTr^„hpri^fCOm,nUni,y  B=W=^E«,HSnS  IO  The'appeal  he., 

“Tu^Sel^TeSdofthepo- 

£  expUiif^why  uZTw«  bS£  ,  ^  *3°  b“n  fin?1  in  A-Ufo*  "N°  d^ussTn™cJ>k 
(  l*!odoX  .w“  , .Ming  2011  for  holding  a  worship  meeting  place.' 

•^*8  re*18lon;  without  state  permission.  Lim  who  said  he 

Themib^  investigation  is  underway,’  An  official  With  the  prosecutors  of-  paid  tke  fine  an! 
he  told  Forum  18  on  Oct  30  from  Ay-  fice  defended  the  investigation  to  Fo-  pealed  to  the  Gen- 
ap^Irant  ray  any  more  on  the  rase  rum  18.  "Meeting  without  registretfo^  S3  £o2£utor”s 

sssS  arm. 

*M,Ce  vi?^  e«e^71  *e  toW  Forum  l8:  "N°.  I*’8  not  the  Soviet  "The  cc 
home  in  Martuk,  with  two  official  wit-  system.  This  is  the  Kazakh  system.” 
nesses  also  present.  In  another  recent  case  against  Bap- 

,  Martuk  is  a  village  in  a  district  tists  in  Kazakhstan,  Judge  Talgat  Ekz- 
of  about  30,000  people  in  western  esov  of  an  administrative  court  m  Kara- 

Policetold  the  Baptists  they  had  re-  Sizakhstart  found  Baptist  ieaderAron 
ceived  a  telephone  rail,  and  the  police  Reimer  guilty  of  violating  the  same  law 
started  filming  without  asking  permis-  Tsyba  was  convicted  of  breaking. 


"You  are  worse  than  spies. 
You  bring  Kazakhs  to  Christ." 

Kazakh  officer 


